REPORT OF TWO-DAY MEETING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING CURRICULA FOR PATENT AND PROPRIETARY MEDICINES VENDORS (PPMVs) FOR THE 3-TIER ACCREDITATION MODEL HELD ON                 DECEMBER 21 -22, 2017 AT AES LUXURY APARTMENTS, ABUJA
1. PREAMBLE

The Registrar of the Pharmacists Council of Nigeria (PCN) vide a letter PCN/PP/204/VOL.V/587 of December 19, 2017 invited participants and consultants to develop training curricula for Patent and Proprietary Medicines Vendors (PPMVs) for the proposed three-tier accreditation model. 

The objectives are to:

(i) identify the category of persons in each of the tiers 
(ii) develop a training curriculum for each of the tiers
(iii) prepare approved medicines lists for each of the tiers
(iv) prepare a guide for the development of training manuals for the three tiers
In his welcome address, the Registrar of PCN, Pharm N.A.E. Mohammed stated the need for the repositioning of the operations of the PPMVs for better service delivery. In this regard a three-tier accreditation model that is based on qualifications and/or previous training is to be adopted.  He further stated that the accreditation will be based on curriculum driven training of the Vendors. The proposed categorization will further enhance regulatory activities of PCN.
He expressed his confidence in the ability of the selected participants to accomplish the task. The curricula will also form the basis for subsequent Continuing Education Programme (CEP). The Registrar acknowledged the collaborative efforts of Management Sciences for Health (MSH).
He concluded by wishing participants a fruitful deliberation. 
2.
MODUS OPERANDI

The Committee examined the submissions of the four (4) consultants that were engaged to develop drafts for each of the tiers. All submissions were subject to very robust discussions.
3.
DELIVERABLES
(i) A training curriculum for each of the three tiers 

(ii) A guide for the development of training manuals for the three tiers
4.
RECOMMENDATIONS

(i) Three tiers of patent and proprietary medicines vendors (PPMVs) were identified.  These are:

1. Tier 1 - The recognised persons who have been issued the patent and proprietary medicines vendors licence (PPMVL) for tier 1 upon fulfillment of the conditions prescribed by the Pharmacists Council of Nigeria (PCN) including the ability to read and write.

2. Tier 2 – The recognised persons who have been issued PPMVL for tier-2 upon fulfillment of the conditions prescribed by the PCN including possession of recognised qualifications in health-related trainings (fields).

3. Tier 3 – The recognised persons who have been issued PPMVL for tier-3 upon fulfillment of the conditions prescribed by the PCN including possession of pharmacy Technician Certificate from the Institutions recognised by the PCN.

(ii) The training should take cognizance of the two sections into which each curriculum has been divided to make the training more effective. 

(iii) Each tier should be separately trained.
(iv) An average of three (3) hours should be allocated for the teaching of each major topic. 

(v) General section should last for not less than four (4) days while the special section should last for not less than three (3) days
(vi) Training manuals should be developed.
(vii) A two-day training of trainers (TOT) is necessary for uniformity of delivery.

(viii) A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) should be considered between PCN and training Institutions for credibility and effective training.
(ix) Pre and post training tests should be considered for evaluation of the trainees.

(x) Each training should be evaluated. 

5.
CONCLUSION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The consultants and participants wish to thank the Registrar for giving them opportunity of strengthening the activities of PPMVS towards improving healthcare service delivery in Nigeria.
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