MINISTRY OF HEALTH
This data collection form focuses on drug policy, selection and information issues within the Ministry of Health. Various departments or divisions within the MOH may provide the required information. Drug procurement information will be obtained from the relevant medical stores/procurement office (use medical stores survey form). Note all sources of information and obtain copies of all relevant documents.

1
Is there a national drug policy? When was it adopted?

2
Is the national drug policy consistent with prevailing health, economic, and development policies?

3
Is the policy backed up legislation or regulations? These might include the following:

a.
Drug control and administration

b.
Drug registration and licensing

c.
Regulation of prescribing and dispensing at various health care levels

d.
Selection of drugs and pharmaceutical products

e.
Essential drugs concept

f.
Use of generic names for procurement

g.
Use of generic names for prescribing

h.
Traditional medicine

I.
Local production

j.
Distribution and storage

k.
Quality assurance of drug substances

l.
Drug information and advertisement

m.
Drug utilization studies

n.
Monitoring adverse drug reactions

o.
Training of health professionals

p.
National formulary

q.
Treatment guidelines for various health levels

r.
Self-medication

s.
Drug financing (price controls, etc.)

4
What agency is responsible for executing the drug policy?

5
What other areas/divisions/program in the government are required to abide by the policy?

6
Do regions or districts have the right to develop their own policies, laws or regulations with respect to drugs? If so, describe in what ways, the responsible agencies for developing, implementing and enforcing them.

Registration

7
What is the total number of registered drugs (in dosage forms and strengths)?

8
How are the drugs registered?

9
How often are drugs registered?

10
Who is responsible for registration of drugs?

11
How many new drugs were registered last year?

12
How many combination drugs were newly registered, out of total number of newly registered drugs?

Drug selection:

13
Is there a National Formulary?  Who developed it? Who keeps it updated? How often is it updated?

14
Is the formulary distributed to all facilities at all service levels?

15
Number of unique drug products on the National Drug Formulary and/or Essential Drug List

16
Number of duplicate drugs on the National Formulary

17
Number of combination drugs on the National Formulary

18
Number of brand name items on the National Formulary

19
Number of new drugs added to the National Formulary in the past year

20
Number of drugs removed from the National Formulary in the past year

21
Is there an official manual, based on the National Drug Formulary, providing basic drug information to prescribes, revised an published within the last five years

22
Existence of policy limiting MOH pharmaceutical procurement to drugs on the National Drug Formulary or Essential Drugs List

23
Percentage of products on National Drug Formulary which are currently manufactured or co-manufactured within the country

24
Is the concept of essential drugs part of the curricula in the basic training of health personnel?

25
How are drugs selected? Is there a formal process?

26
What criteria are used? Safety, efficacy, quality, cost?

27
What information is used in making selection decisions

28
Are traditional medicines and local remedies available in government health programs? If so, how are they selected for inclusion?

29
Describe differences between provincial/district formularies and national lists.

30
How are drugs not on the formulary procured?

31
Where do requests for non-formulary drugs originate?

32
What procedure is involved in handling such requests?

33
Describe process and responsibilities for approving requests for non-formulary items.

34
What information is required to support request?


a. Drug consumption data


b. Drug prescribing data


c. References from the medical literature


d. None

Treatment Guidelines

35
Is there a national therapeutic guide with standardized treatments?

36
Do health facilities have its own treatment protocols or guidelines for prescribing, other than those in the National Standard Treatment Guidelines?

37
What references/information are used to develop standard treatment protocols?

38
The treatment protocols were established for use by what category of prescribers?


a. Medical officer


b. Medical assistant


c. Nurses/Midwife


d. Village health worker

39
How often are treatment protocols revised?

40
At which levels are the treatment protocols used?


a. Village health post


b. health center


c. District hospital 


d. Regional hospital

41
How are the standard treatment protocols communicated?

42
How is compliance with the treatment protocols monitored?

43
Is prescribing of certain drugs restricted to different prescriber?

44
Is compliance with treatment protocols and/or standards documented?

Drug Information:

45
Is there a centrally funded drug information unit/center?

46
How active is the drug information center? Describe.

47
Does the drug information center produce a bulletin or newsletter? If so, describe frequency, contents and no. of issues?

48
Do pharmacists and medical practitioners know where to look for information about drugs?

49
List the names of the three most commonly used drug information reference books or sources of information
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